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minute.    The title of the work was Koshigen Yensetsu Hompo, and it was dated the i$th day of the 3d month of 1679.
Next in rank to Isomura, in this period, was Muramatsu Kudayu Mosei.1 He was a pupil of Hiraga Yasuhide, a distinguished teacher but not a writer, who served under the feudal Lord of Mito, meeting with a tragic death in 1683.*
Muramatsu was a retainer of' Asano, Lord of Ako, whose forced suicide caused the heroic deed of the "Forty-seven Ronins" so familiar to readers of Japanese annals. Muramatsu is sometimes recorded as one of the honored "Forty-seven", but it was his adopted son, Kihei, and Kihei's son, who were among the number. 3 As to Muramatsu himself, he died at an advanced age after a life of great activity in his chosen field.
In 1663 Muramatsu began the publication of a work in five books, entitled the Sanso.** In this he treats chiefly of arithmetic and mensuration, following in part the Chinese work, Suan-hsiao Chi-mengy written by Chu Chi-chieh, as mentioned on page 48, but he fails to introduce the method of the "Celestial element". The most noteworthy part of his work relates to the study of polygons $ and to the mensuration of the circle.6
Taking the radius of the circumscribed circle as 5, he calculates the sides of the regular polygons as follows:
No. of sides.    Length of side.    No. of sides.     Length of side.
s    5.8773	ii	2.801586
6"      5	12	2.5875
7      4.3506	13	2-393
8      3.82682	14	2.22678
9       3.4102	15	2.07953
10       3.0876	16	1.95093
1  Not Matsumura, as given by ENDO.   The name Mosei appears as Shigekiyo in his Mantoku Jinko-ki (1665).
2  See the Stories told by Araki.
3  AOYAMA, Lives of the Forty-seven Loyal Men (in Japanese).
4  The last book bears the date 1684, and may not have appeared earlier.
5  Book 2.              6 Book 4.